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To the Right Worſhipful, Sir Robert 


Nightingale, High heriff of che 
County of Norfolk. | 


SIR, 


Am very Pr ble, it is too great an Honor , 

that is done me by the general Approbation, 
which this Sermon met with; not that out 
of Real, or which is ſtill worſe, out of a 
Counterfeit end Pretended Modeſty, I would put 
an Affront 7 an 1 by ſeeming 
to ſuſpe 1 ments of ſo many excellent 
Perſons, but Ng 5 ae being Charity, was it ſelf 
« natural Preſervative againſt Cenſure; and that 
very word ſo often repeated to any Man that un- 
— and feels tbe Senſe of it in himſelf, as 
ood Man unqueſtionably doth , hath an in- 
cred? 1 Charm belonging to it, 7 together with 
its Name, to inſinuate its kindly an — 


Nature into every Breaſt, and with an El 
peculiar to it ſelf, to bribe even Cenſure and Cri- 
—_ themſelves into a favourable Opinion of the 

Speaker. However, it is enough fo me, though 
I had no other reaſon, that; * 


have |+ ſo great 
a right 


The Dedication. 

4 right to diſpoſe of me as you pleaſe, have Com- 
— A1 N 0% what I Preach d; and 
though I know very well, your Friendſbip is too 
great to let you judge otherwiſe, than too too kindly 
of any Performance of mine; yet I bave no power” 
to do any thing but obey, though it be to my own 
diſadvantage : Only, I confeſs, I am not a little a- 
ſham'd, that ſo mean, and as you know, ſo tumul- 
, Tuary a Diſcourſe, being written in very great haſt, 
when I had ſcarce time to turn my ſelf, ſbould 
open ſo Glorious and Magnificent an Aſſize : But 
as it is, the World is welcome to it, and I have 
nothing further to ſay, but that it is very much 
in my Nature to wiſh and pray, 2 4 Chari- 
table Spirit as I bade recommended, mlght uni- 
verſally obtain, that I am very much in earneſt in 
what I have written, and that I hope that wil 
attone ſomewhat for other defects. 

May you live as long, and as happily as you de- 
ſerve; and may the King never want ſuch Gene- 
rous and n Miniſters in every Station, to 
diſperſe the bappy Influences of his Government 
over a ſatisfied and contented People. I am, Sir, 


Your moſt Affectionate, Humble, 


and for ever moſt Oblig'd Servant, 
FOHN TURNER. 


(x) 


JOHN XIII 35. 


By this ſhall al men know that ye are my Diſ- : 
ciples, if ye bade love one to another. A 


Hen God had determin'd with him- "3 
ſelf to exert that wondrous act of 3 
his omnipotent Will, by which | 
—— was created out of 

| nothing ; the next thing he did 

| was to —— the Eternal Jaeas of his infinitely 0 

/ comprehenſive Mind, and excellent 

— which he found within himſelf, to reduce 
the univerſal Rubbiſh into a regular and comely 
Frame and ſuch as might at once declare,not only the - 
Wiſdom, but alſo the the Equability, and the 
| Conſtancy of his Nature. For in a Mind harras'd 
and diſcompoſedby troubleſome and anxious thoughts 
ruffled and diſtemper'd by inſatiable ites, and e - 
ternally impotent deſires; a Mind that hath no govern- 
ment, no of it ſelf it is impoſſible there ſhould 
be a true aud ate comprehenſion of things, any 
more than a man in a Feaver can-be wiſe, or play 
the Sroigue in the midſt of the moſt exquiſite and 
ingenious Torments. And theretore the Poets, when 
they go about to deſcribe the happineſs and ſerenity 
of the Divine Nature, which is unqueſtionably on- 

»ipreſent , have yet notwithſtanding Mythologically 

confined it to thoſe peaceful Regions above this troub- 

leſom and noiſy Atmoſphere, where Storms and IS 


Of the Nature of God. 


are deny d to enter, where a profound Silence 
and unſhaken Calm makes ſelf-enjoyment ea fic and 
delightful. So Homer deſcribes his poerical Olympas 
the ſuppoſed Habitation of the Immortal Gods, * 
Ovivunly d. o adi Sir u Go panes aid 
"Eppatrcy, 57" nf pro Mu aN, ire r dre 
AtVETAy, BT? gay Evremidoatzy, D U a 
nimmTay d N d" Eandide oy aly\n. 
Heaven the ſweet place where happy Gods refide, 
And where Peace flows with an Eternal Tide ; - 
There no fierce Winds diſturb the troubled 2 


No Rains deſegud, na threatuing Clouds appea 
Nor Hail, nor Snow, nor pinching Froffs are n, 
But all is warm . and ſerene. 

That Power of God by which he made the C hast, 
and call'd it gut of nothing — 2 * horrid = 
unhewn Exiſtence, is apt only ro fill us with 
niſbment — E only with che 
terrours of the Lord, and fills our minds natural 
with diſmal apprehenſions, not knowing what 
he may make of ſo exorbitant a Power as this, till 
his Goodneſs comes in to ſuccour and relieveus in the 
midſt of this black and dreadiul on; as 
the Angels themſelves,when they at firſt fuch 
an unweildy Maſs of indigeſted „ without any 
uſe, diſtinction or contrwance, were ſilent with aſto- 
niſhmeat and poſſeſt with fear, ing ſome dan · 
gerous and deſtructive Iſſue of fuch an ill bodei 
unpleaſant, and deform'd Beginning : But when 
law this confuſion by the divine Architect reduced 
into ſuch admirable and 
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Me Nature of God. 3 
Neither are we only inſtructed as well in the WiG 
dom, as in the Pence and Tranquiltity of the Divine 


Nature, which is — and — in 
it ſelf, from the Harmony and /ymwetry of the ſenſi - 
ble creation, bo ny yo jably a Mind that is 
perfectly at leaſurg and at eaſe, and free ſrom all mans 
ner of tumult and diſorder : But when we reflect 
upon the Au. World, upon the ſeveral orders and 
of Beings, that are endued with a He. 
ike, agreeable and ſuitable to the reſpective ends for 
which they were deſigned, furniſht with ergans ex- 
quſitely fitted, for their and comfortable en- 
joy ment, and with Proyi every were flowing 
round about them, and inviting them to retreſh, 
exhilarate and enjoy themſelves in the beſt manner 
their Natures will allow : When for our ſelves we 
hind provided ready to our bands, not com- 
petence of Meat, Drink and Raiment, barely to ſup- 
ply the neceſſities of Life; not only « large Train of 
innocent and lawtul pleaſures that att ends all our mo- 
tions, and wearies out even ſelſ· denial it felf, wich 
a perpetual and reſtleſs inv itition ; but allo a ſtato- 
ly and magnificent Theatre, ready prepared and fur- 
niſbe for our Entertainment, a Scene of things wor- 
thy of a reaſonable Soul, fitted for the and 
exalted opgrations; of a contemplative: and active 
miod, that leads vgthorough ſenkible apartments into 
the preſence of the inviſible God, and by acquaint» 
ing us firſt with his Exiſtence, brings us by gentle 
to the ſtudy of his Nature, and to the imitation 
enjoy ment of it. | 

I ſay, when we reſlect eonſidetately and duly u 

on theſe things, we are then plainly: and certain 
convinced, not only that God is, and that he is a Be- 


ing 
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ing at reſt within himſelf, that there are no Stormg, 
no Billows in his Notion no Troubles or Anxieties be 
to his /dea ; but alſo in the language vf the 
Pſalmiſft, that his mercy is over all his works, and that 
the Emanations of that mercy upon his Creatures in 
oportion to their reſpective capacity to be the Ob- 
Fes of it, are every whit as kind and gracious with 
to them, as the reflex acts of his own eter- 
mind, the ſenſe and ſel-enjoyment of his im- 
mortal Nature, are kind and propitions and happy 
to himſelf. 
Laſtly, when we conſider attentively with our 


y 
the Ebbing and. Flowing of the Sea, or 
and waining of the Moon, as it were ſome lecid is 
rervals of the Divine goodneſs, ſome certain fits of 
mercy and compaſſion, which have rather the ap- 
pearance of infirmity than perteRion ; but that 
are all of them regular and conſtant, and that his 
Providence on in an uninterrupted courſe 
thorough all Times and Ages, to let us know and feel, 
that bis mercy is everlaſting, and that bis trath endur- 
erh from generation to generation ; from hence we 
learn, that his goodneſs is every whit as ſteady and u 
conſtant, as it is diffuſive and large, that in the Ancient 
of days, there is no viciſſitude, no decay of Na- 


ture, but that be is the ſame yeſterday, to day, and 
ever, in whom is no — der radon 
turning ; that he is not a being of Arbitrary Wi 
—.— but that Goodneſs is rooted and river 
in his Nature, and that it is altogether inſeparable 
from it; nay, that it is his Eſſence, his very Life and 
Being, according to that expreſſion of St. 9. 


bn, that 
God 
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God is love, be that leveth not, faith he, knowerh 
wot God, for God is love. He is not Arbitrary, un- 
determin'd power, indifferent either to cruelty or 
mercy, unaccountable to himſelf as well as to his 
Creatures. He is not giddy humour, or alterable 
fancy , or wavering and uncertain caprice , but 
he be infinite in himfelf, yet he hath mea- 
ſures of Action, and Governs himſelf in all things 
by eternal Rules, from which he can no more Oi. 
varicate or flinch, than he can ceaſe to be himſelf, or 
bid a long farewell to all his Brightneſs, Bleſſedneſs 
and Perfection. He is Mercy, he is Kindneſs, he is 
all over Love, he is at once the moſt lovely, and the 
moſt loving Nature, and with an equal ſtream of ne- 
ver failing Goodneſs, he waters his Creatures, and 
enjoys Himſelf, O God who is like unto thee, gracious 
and merciful, long ſuffering and plenteous in goodneſs 
and truth; as the Hart panteth after the water brooks, 
ſo panteth my Soul S- thee, O God, the Fountain of 
Pleaſure , the ever pringing Well of Living waters, 
and the Eternal ſource of inexhauſtible Mercy. 
There are two things required to the happineſs 
of any — whatſoever, the firſt is an in 
and tranqui ity, a calm and quiet ſenſe within it ſelf, 
not diſcompoſed by turbulent and uneaſie paſſions, 
nor toſteoo and fro without any conduct or ſteerage 
of it ſelf, by infinite and uncertain defires. T 
Second is, that every thing without, have fo far 
at leaſt a Congruity, harmony and agreement with 
it, that nothing may diſturb or ſhake this inward 
ſenſe. So that the whole being with relation to it 
ſelf, and with reſpe& to objects that are external to 
it, is to be like a ſmooth Sea upon a ſtill and ſilent 
Evening, where Tritess dance, and Dolphins play, 
B 
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and Sirens all around rejoyce and Sing, and all the 
Sea Nymphs revel and carcls each other agen the 
gladſome ſurface of the great Alyſſe, which drinks 
in nothing but light and peace from without, and is 
ſurrounded by nothing but a ſerene and Azure Sky, 
But wherever there is an averſion or — of 
one Being to another, whether it proceed out of 
fickleneſs, uncertainty, and viciſſitude of Nature, 
or out of fear, or out of ſome peculiar and unac- 
countable hatred, which it cannot exempt or delives 
it ſelf from, the firſt of theſe argues ſo great a wane 
of Judgment, which youu upon immutable and 
certain reaſons, the Second ſo great weakneſs and 
infirmiry, and the Third is in it felt ſo troubleſome 
and tormenting wherever it is found, that all theſe 
are perfectly inconſiſtent with the happyneſs of any 
Being, and therefore muſt not be aſcribed ro God, 
who is infinitely wiſe, and theretore cannot be miſta- 
ken as to his judgment of things, and z»fnitely pow 
erful, ſo that he need not fear any croſs or dange- 
rous event, and who muſt be happy if any ſuch thing 
there be, becauſe ad perfection is contained in him- 
ſelf, and happyne/s without queſtion is the beſt Ac» 
compliſhment that can belong to any Being whatſo- 
ever; it is that without which Exiſtence it telf would 
be a barthen, and all other attributes whatſoever 
— are, even Power, Wiſdom, Juſtice, and Good- 
neſs themſelves, would be but a rack and torment to 
the Poſſeſſor. And who can due with Everlaſting 
burnings} What Being could be ſo miſerable as the 
Supream and ſelf-exiſtent, it any faſtidions averſion 
or diſlike, any deſperate animoſity or incexciliable 
hatred, hich in ſo great a Mind muſt be propor- 
tion d to it, had the power Eternally to diſturb him? 
It 
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Of the Nature of God. - 


Ir is true indeed, that in Scripture we find a fre. 

nt mention of his wrath, his indignation, his 
— anger, and his fore diſpleaſare, and his jealon- 
fie that burns like fire, and the like; but yet theſe 
things do not argue him to be of a paſtb/e Nature, 
bur only firſt , they reſer to thoſe puniſhments of 
our fins which in the courſe of his Providence are 
nflifted upon us, or which are denounced againſt 
as by ſuch expreſſions as theſe, in caſe we do not 
Repent, and according to the proportion, the great- 
er or leſſer weight and heavineſs of theſe Puniſh- 
ments ; ſo in an humane way of ſpeaking we ſay, be- 
cauſe it is uſually fo in cafes of revenge and anoſi- 
ty among Men, that he is more or be angry or dif- 
pleaſed, not that he is more or leſi happy than he 
was, before, or that any impreſſions can be made 
pon him, that can unſettle or diſcompoſe the equa- 
lfy of his mind, but only he beholds every fooliſh 
and unreaſonable Action, which is the very nature 
and notion of all Sin, with an impaſible contempt, 
ind with a diſlike that hath no other eſſect upon 
him, but only ro move him upon reaſons of Juſtice, 
to Puniſh the Offence as it deferves, for the Good 
of the World, and for an Example to dthers. 

Very frequently in our own perſons he Chaſtiſeth 
us fo lightly, that it is plain he defires our amend- 
ment, not our deſtruction; but when the Puniſh- 
ment is never ſo ſevere, yet ſtill there is a gracious 


Univerſe, which is infinitely more precious to him 
than the ſafety of any ſingle perfon whatſoever, 
that other People warned by our Example may hear 
md fear, and do no more ſo wickedly. So that his 
Anger is indeed but an effect of his Love, and that 

: B 2 which 


= and intention in it, for the good of the 


0 Of the Nature of God. 
which we call his Wrath and his /zdignation, is in 
truth nothing elſe but a particular and diſtinct 
of his infinite and incomprehenſible Mercy. 
Secondly, when ſuch things as theſe are 
of him in Scripture, they are to be referred to the 
parity of his Nature, to which all fin hath the 
greateſt incongruity that any two things can have to 
one another; not that there ariſeth any painful or 
tormenting ſenſe, to trouble or diſquiet his enjoy 
ment of humſelf, but only according to an humane 
way of ſpeaking, the Zoly Scripture in this caſe 
aſcribes thoſe paſſions to God, which good Man 
upos the like occaſion experience in themſelves, 
when they ſee his Divinity Blaſphemed, his Altars 
Profancd , his Churches Sacrilegiouſly rob'd and 
ſpoil'd., his Prieſthood perſecuted or negleQed, 
his Laws diſappointed and fruſtrated by Exthafraſm, 
or by open Wickedneſs aftronted, his Religion td 
his Honor trampled under foot, either by Schiſ and 
Herefie on the one hand, or by Licentiouſneſs and 
Lewdneſs on the other: And to this purpoſe there 
are two things very remarkable. 
Firſt, That though the Scripture be ſometimes 
very fierce in the Denunciation of Gods Anger againſt 
tho ſharp 
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Sin, yet it frequently dilutes and blends 
expreſſions with kind and gracious aſſurances of hi 
Love, and tells us plainly, that it is this alone which 
is truly agreeable and ſuitable to his Nature ; but 
that the other, that is, his Anger, or that which in 
the adminiſtration of his providence hath the ent- 
ward ſemblance and a nce of it, is a thing 
which is put him by the neceſſities of Juſtice, 
and that he fiads no other Complacency or ſatisfation 
in the Puniſhmeats he inſlicts, but what ariſ:s from 


the 
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Of the Nature of God. g 


the inward ſenſe and conſciouſneſs of thoſe graciow 
ends for which thoſe ig ſeverities are defi 
Secondly, It is to be obſerved, that God in Scrip- 
ture is not always repreſented , as Angry and in- 
cenſed at fin, but ſomerimes as laughing at it, and 
_ it with contempt and ſcorn: And indeed, 
both of theſe are aſcribed together to him in that 
Prophetick rapture of David, in the ſecond Pſalm, 
Why do the Heathen rage? And the people imagin a 
vain thing Ile Kings of the Earth ſet themſelves 
and the Rulers take council together againſt the Lord 
and againſt bis Anointed, ſaying, let w break their 
aſunder and caſt away their cords 7 us, be 
thaÞfirteth in the Heavens ſhall laugh, the Lord ſbal 
have them in deriſon, then ſhall he ſpeak unto them 
in hu wrath, and vex them in his ſore diſpleaſnre, not 
that theſe two paſſions are indeed confffent or com- 
petible together at one and the ſame time, they being 
direftly oppoſite and contrary to each other, nor 
that God whoſe Nature is etly impaſible, is 
really capable of either of theſe habirs or diſpoſitions 
of mind. But by the later of theſe was —— 
that juſt and condign Puniſhment that was in the full- 
neſs of time to overtake thoſe Kings and Nations that 
were Enemies ta the Goſpel of Chrift, and oppoſed 
Chriſtianity by bitter Perſecutions, notwithſtanding 
all che innocence and the reaſon of its Principles, 
and notwithſtanding all that ſapernatural Evidence 
of Si and Miracles, and extraordinary Gifts 
by which it received its confirmation from above, 
and by the Firſt of them, by Gods Za»ghing and 
Scorning at the vain deſigns of Men that reject the 
offers of his Grace, and endeavor to no purpoſe 
to reverſe his immutable Decrees, is meant, 1 
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his happineſs cannot be injur'd or impair'd by 
—— of ours, that he is not to be diſappointed 
his intentions or deſigns by any humane Policy or 
Strength, that he deſpiſes, diſregards and perſectiy 
ſets at nought ſuch vain imaginations of the Sons of 
Men, that his Nature is impaſible, inacceſible, irre. 
fitible, that when he ſtretches out his mighty Arm; 
it is not an Arm of Fleſb that can oppoſe it, and that 
he is no otherwiſe concerned at the wickedneſs of 
Men than only to puniſh and reſtrain it by his Provis 
— * and by the Eternal meaſures of his Power and 
Juſtice. 

And thus I have ſhewn more largely than I intend+ 
ed, what the Narare of God is, that he is a Mc 
fal and Graciow Being, ſow to Anger and of great 
Pity, that he delights not in Puniſhment, that 
in the midſt of Judgment he remembers Mercy, that 
the Emanations of his Goodneſs are truly Natural and 
Congenerous to him, but that his Judgments are 
—— things, things that are not — 
themſelves, but ſor ol Mercy and Compaſſion, 
for amendment and example, for preſerving the Go- 
vernment of the World, trom 2 into Anarchy 
and Contuſion, and keeping it from falling foul up- 
on it felt; and this though it may be ent to 
have ſhewn by the plain Inſtances already produced, 
yet there is a greater inſtance than all this yet behind, 
and that is his ſending his Se into the World to be 
a Propitiation and Attonement for us miſerable Sin- 
ners, who lay in darkneſs, and in the ſhadow of 
death, and he, when he came, to ſhew us that he 
was the tree and genain Offspring of ſo Gracious a 
Father, the peculiar Character which is given of 


him in Scripture is, that he went about doing Good, * 
and 
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and this was the general ſtrain and drift of all his 
Miracles, he did not . his time in removing of 
Mountains, or in calling the Sun out of its place, 
or in any other thing that might create wonder with- 
out any real uſe, but he healed Diſeaſes and he caſt 
out Devils, he reſtored the Lame to their Feet , the 
Blind to their Sight, the Paralytick to their full 
h and Youthful Vigour , his Miracles were 
exaQly like his Doctrine, uſeful and practical, not 
vain, pufly, Oftentations things, performed to raiſe 
Wonder and Aſtoniſhment in the ſpectators, without 
any real Benefit or Advantage; and when he leit 
the World, he left his Spirit behind him with his 
Diſciples, which was not only a Spirit of I»/fraftion 
to guide them into all — and ſaving Truth, 
2 Spirit of Courage, to ſupport them in and under 
Perſecution, a Spirit of Power, to work Supernatural 
and extraordinary eſſects for the propagation and 
ſpreading of the Goſpel, but alſo a Spirit of Dilection 
and Love, to unite them to one another, and to him 
their Head ; and though this mutual Love and Help- 
fulneſs to one another, in our frail.condition of hu- 
manity be a thing that is tied upon us by reaſons of 
latereſt, and by principles of Nature, yet in a more 
liar and diſtioguiſhmg manner, he made it-the 
and Character of his Diſciples, who were tied 

and linked more cloſely to one another, by ſaperna- 
taral alliſtances of Divine grace, by the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of Peace. By this ſhall all Men 
tzow, ſaith he, that ye are my Diſciples, if ye have 


Love one to another, , 


In 
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In my Diſcourſe upon which words, I ſhall do 
| theſe Three things. : 

Firſt, 1 ſhall upon what Reaſons or Principles 
the Obligation to mutual Charity, and good Will is 
Founded. 

Secondly, In what Inſtances, and to what Degrees 
it is to exert it ſelf, 

And Thirdly, What are the great and glorious 
Advantages that may be reaped from it. 

I begia with the Firſt of theſe, Upon what Reaſons 
or Principles the Obligation to mutual Charity and 
good Will is Founded, and they are theſe Three, 

Firſt, The Love, Imitation, and Fear of God. 

Secondly, The Example and Command of chr 
our Saviour. 

And — The undoubted A and Ad- 
V e of any humane Society whatſoever. 

"Firk, The Love, Imitation, and Fear of God. 

That God is a Being infinitely Lovely, he being 
the Source and Fountain of all Created 
which in himſelf is contained, in an infinitely more 
Eminent and Tranſcendent manner, hath been already 

ted ; and this lovelineſs of his, for the great 
Excellence and Perſection of his Nature, is that 
which is the proper food of a reaſonable mind to 
Meditate and Exerciſe it ſelf upon, there being 
nothing elſe that will afford it, either fo ſuitable 
or ſo laſting entertainment; and it is likewiſe un- 
doubtedly the nobleſt obje for its Imitation, ſo far 
as humane frailty is capable of aſpiring to the Glory 
and Excellence of ſo Vlaſtrious and bright a Pattern. 
The Nature of God after whoſe Image and Reſem- 
blance, the Soul of Man was Created, is that, which 
if it were not for the Cloggs and Impediments of the 
C or- 
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Corporeal part, if we were not dazled by the Pom 

Gaieties, carried away Captive by the f 
enticements , and blinded dy the ſteams of ſenſe, 
through which our finer is weakned and re- 
fratted, to which we ſhould always naturally deſire 
to be more cloſely and intimately united ; it is that, 
in the ſtudy and contemplatzon of which, when our 
minds are once fitted and prepared for ſo ſublime an 
Employment, we find the moſt perſect joy and ſa- 
tisfaction ; and it is impoſſible for us to think him 
as we always do, when our thoughts are at leiſure 
from prej and paſſion, and have emerged out of 
the fuk of Bodily entertainments, to be to ex- 
cellent a Being, to love him according to that 
lineſs, with which he then diſplaies and manifeſts 
his Nature to us, but at the ſame time we muſt be 
ſtudying to be like him, and to Copy out every day 
more and more exactly thoſe Beauties in our ſelves, 
which we Contemplate and Adore in him. 

But it the Love of God will not perſwade us to 
endeavour to be like him, if the Excellence of his 
Nature will not entice and Charme us into an hum- 
ble Imitation of it, let his Terrowrs engage us, let his 
Vengeance affright us, let the conſideration of his 
Omnipotence compel and force us, let our Fleſh trem- 
ble for fear of him, and let us be afraid of his judgments, 
who expects and requires from us, that as he hath 
been ſo Gracious Merciful towards us, ſo we 
ſhould be Xind, and Charitable, and Helpfal to each 
other. For God is not only the Mater, but he is alſo 
the great Guardian and Protector of the World, he 
is the Xing of the Vniverſe, and it his peace that is 
broken, orin a way of tendency rowards a breach 
and rupture, by all * babits and diſpoſi- 

tions 
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tions of Mind ; and therefore it belongs to his Go- 
vernment, it is included in the notion of his Provi. 
dence, and is a part of that great task, and buſineſs 
—— = 7 himſelf, for 
by his Goodneſs the s of his Pow- 
— and 2 br ess more eſpecially of the rational 
and inteleftnal Creation, which is more peculiarly 
the object of his care, not to ſuffer ill tempers, and 
miſchievous inclinations, moro/ſe, contentious 1— 
uncharitable Spirits, fo far as we e her 
riſh them in our ſelves, to go unpuniſh 
this World or the other, 1 27 
Repentance, we return to the Love of God, and of 
1 hboar. 
y, The ſecond Reaſon or Pri 


a which the Obligation to mutual Love is F 
A is the Example and Command of Chriſt our S 
viour, — with us, who to embrace his 
hol Profetſion, — to have liſted our ſelves, as true 
faithful Soldiers under his Spiritual Banne 


ought certainly to have vary gent danherkty wal 


Weight 
For his Exam there is nothing more clear, than 
that his dra, 7 e elſe, but one con- 
—ů— 
ion, Charity SR uability of 
Mind, of doing Good to others, and of forgiving 
—— php and for his De#rin, what 
mighty ſtreſs he laid upon theſe excellent, Virtues, 

wil r theſe Four particulars. 
Fir 


under theſe Two he Love of God, and 


ap_—_ « ſhalt love the Lerdth God with 
al thy Heart and with all thy Soul, and with all thy 
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Mind ; this is the Firſt and Great Commandment, and 
the Second is like unto it, Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour 
as thy ſelf ; on theſe Two CAlmmandments hang all the 
Law aud the Prophets. 

Secondly, In ſumming up the Duties of the Second 
Table, he reduces them all under this fwgle Aphoriſm, 
Whatſoever ye would that Men ſhould do to you, de ye 
2 ——— For this is the Law and the Prophets : 

this generalPrecepe there is no queſtion to 
be made, but al/ the inſtances of Charity and good 
Wilt are compriſed, for there is no Man inly by 
his own confent,that would be Injur'd or Defam' 
would be Kill'd or Murther d, Wounded or Beaten, chat 
would be Cenſur d too ſeverely, Wateh d too narrow- 
ly, Interpreted too hardly, Puniſht with a rigour al- 
— 4 — on'd to the guilt and heinouſ- 
of his Crime ; there is no Man, if it were at 
all times y at his own Choice, but he would 
be well t of, well ſpoken of, kindly, courte- 
ouſly _ favourably entreated, — theref — this 
Precept us not not to do any injuſtice, 
but in all 2— 4 —— As 
the thing will bear, to ſhew the ſawe Fri ip. 
Gentlenefs and gd0d Nature in ad the pdrticalar in- 
ſtances that can which we our in fuch 
circumſtanoes ſhould reaſonably expect, or ſhould be 
glad to receive, and to jor ee Men, not by 
partica/ar Prejudices and of our own, but 
with an «#+verſal Juſtice, Ingennity and Candour. 
Thirdly, he gives it us in charge in his Holy Go- 


ves, as Men of Candid, Courteaus, and Merci- 
Difpoſitions, but to be ſo towards our very Enc- 
wirt and Perſecators themſelves. # ye ove — 
C2 WHIC 


pet not only in general terms, to approve our 
ful 


16 Of the Obligations to Charity 


which love you, faith he, what reward have ye ? do 
wot even the Publicans the ſame ? And if ye ſalute 
your Brethren only, whas do ye more than others} 
do mot even the Publicans ſo? But I ſay unto you, 
Love your Enemies, Bleſs them that Curfe you, ds 
good to them that yu and pray for them which 
deſpitejully uſe you and perſecute you. Which Com- 
mand ot his to his Diſciples, though it were cer- 
tainly at that time when it was uttered, of 
Extent and Obligation than it is now adgys, they 
ing then under great and heavy Perſecution for 
ighteouſneſs fake, againſt which there was no 
Humane Remedie but Patience, unleſs they would 
forſake their Maſter and their Profeſton together; 
In which manner we muſt likewiſe int thoſe 
other hard Injunctions in this very Chapter, Whoſs 
ever ſhall ſmite thee on thy Right Cheek, turn 1 
him the other alſo; and if any Man will ſue thee at 
Law and take away thy Coat, let bim have thy Cloak 
alſo ; and whoſoever ſhall compel thee to go a Mile, 
go with him twain ; which are not now Precepts of 
ſo great Obligation as they were then, when the 
Chriſtians oppreſt by the Roman and the Jewif 
Power, were in no capacity legally to right them 
ſelves, and therefore it was their beſt and only way 
to conquer their Enemies, if it might be, by a 
obſtinate Patience, and a firm Reſolution of under 
going quietly and chearfully the worſt they could in 
ict; whereas if theſe Commands were now al 
to be put in practice by Real or Pretended Chrifth 
ans in their converſe with one another, as the Chu 
ftians of that Age were oblig'd to do it, with refs 
rence to their Jewiſh and their Zcathen Perſecu- 
tours ; it is leſt in this caſe, that the ſimple 
| city 
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10Us, or 
Injurious Nei every Lawleſs, Uncoaſlio. 
nable, or Uareaſonable Perſon ; ſo that no Chriſt 
an Society could continue for one Moment, but all 
would preſently be thrown into the ri diſorder 
and confuſion, which our Bleed Lord, whoſe 
Goſpel was the Goſpel of Peace, as be himſelf is ſtil'd 
the Prince of it, cannot be ſuppos d to have intended; 
and the ſame was the caſe of that ſevere Maxim of 
his, It u eafter for a Camel to go through the Eye 
of a Needle, than for a Rich Man..to enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven ; which though it were 
true in thoſe days, when a Man that embrac'd the 
— of Chriſtianity was either Sequeſtred and 
of his Eſlate, or elſe was forc'd to fell it 
for the uſe of his poor Brethren, who could not 
otherwiſe ſubſiſt, ſo that it was morady impoſſible 
for him to keep his Efate and his Profeſton together; 
yet now the Caſe is clean altered, and it is now very 
poſſiole tor us to mate to our ſelves Friends of the 
warightcons Mammon, not only by giving Aims, to 
which notwithſtanding we are oblig d in a reaſo- 
nable proportion, but even by heaping up Riches 
for our ſelves, ſo long as h y and juſtly 
gotren, without incurring the danger of Damnati- 
on.. And after all, in this hard Chapter of the Ser- 
mon on the Mount, wherein ſo many cu and 
ſevere Leſſons are ſet before the Diſciples, there are 
theſe four things as to the buſineſs of forgiving Ene- 
mics, Which do and will always continue to retain 
their fr latitude and extent of Truth. 
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Firſt, 
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Firſt, That Chriftianity lays the practice of this 
duty much more ſtrictly and indiſpenſably upon us 
than any former Diſpenſation ever did, or than was 
ever pradtic'd in the World by any other Sect or 
Party of Men, as appears undeniably by thoſe words 
of our Saviour, If ye love them that love you, what 
rewatd have ye ? do not even Publicans the ſame? 
And if ye ſalute your Brethren only, what do ye more 
than others > do mot even the Publicans fo? Which 
is as much as to ſay, that — lays fronger 
and wore extenſrve Obligations of Charity and 
Good-will upon us, than ever were ſubmitted to 
either by the Jewiſh or the Z/cathen World, out of 
both of which at that time in Jadea the Publicans 
were indiflerently choſen. * 

Secondly, we are not to proſecute, av 
our — our Enemies without #ecefity, — 
ſerve our own Life, Liberty, ion or Fortune, 
to vindicate rhe innocent or affii when it lies in 
our Power, againſt their unjuſt and unreaſonable 

who are common Enemies to Mankind; 
or out of Kindneſs and Juſtice to the Common» 
wealth, which may and do's ſuffer in very 
Caſes by the impunity. of private and 12 On. 


Thirdly, As we are not to puniſh wir bout neceſſi- 
ty, ſo we are not willingly-to puniſh Zeyond it neither; 
we are not to exerciſe Craeity but Jaſtice, not to 
gratifie an imp/acable and revengefal temper, that ſets 
#o Bounds or Limits to its Wrath, but we are to 
mind only the amendment of rhe offending party, or 
the due and juſt ſatisfaction of the wrongs that are 
done us, or the advautage which the Publick may 
and will receive by the neceſſary warning and exam- 
ple; 
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ple; and if the Offence be ſuch as will admit it, a& 
2 
it r wi Y 

upon — of — grucges of fart 
ings, it tor the future it a to be cither 
prudent or ſafe, of which we our ſelves are naturale 


ly the Judges. © 
J, la the midſt of thoſe puniſhments or 
ac- 
22 


Forſeitures, which our Adverſary incurs 
count of the injuries which either we or 

lick have receiv'd from him, we are not to let go 
our Chriſtian equability of temper, we muſt nat ſut- 
ter our ſelves to mock at his Calamity, of inſolent- 
ly vaum at his Affliction, or take any other fore of 
— on or Complacency in his Puniſhment, than 
what redounds from the hopes of his amendment by 
NN 
or the ſoteſiglu of a Publick Service, which we may 
reaſonably expect from the Example. We may Pity 
him, we may Pray for him, and wiſh, though in 
"a Ghar tp Bay nat deſeryed this Puaithmens, as 
ſerve 


as we pleaſe, but ve mu {till endea vor to pro- 
a gracious and à candid frame of Spirit, we 
muſt not inſult, we muſt not triumph over him, we 
muſt not make him the ſubject of our La _—_” 
the unſavoury Food of our Revenge. in theſe 
Four Senſes which I have now newly mentioned, 
the Obligation to forgive ogr Enemies continues 
till as and upon us, as it W4s- upon 
the fr Converts in our Saviours time. 
In the Fourth and laſt place, |; 
Bleſſed Saviours Expreſs and avow'd lateation to pro- 
mote and eſtabliſh an univerſal Chari w__— 0 
he preſs'd much more f rang ly and w 


it were our 
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Diſciples with reſpect to one another, than in refer- 
ence to their Enemies, or to Strangers and Aliens 
abroad; that we ſhould Love one another to the ſame 

to which he Loved'us, who /zved a Life 
laden with Reproach and Scorn, and died a painful 
and-ignominious Death for our ſakes ; and this there- 
fore he calls a new Command ment, a Friendſhip fo ſtrict, 
inviolable and Sacred, that it was never heard of in 
the World before. A new Commandment I give unte 
you, that ye Love one another, as I have Loved you, 
that ye 41 Love one another ; 5 this b, all Men 
know that ye are my Diſciples, if ye have Love one to 
another. And how very great ſtreſs the Apoſtles in 
their Writings lay upon this eminent Gift and Grace 
of Charity, I need not tell you, but ſhall content 
my ſelf barely to take notice, Firſt, That St. Pas 
in the Thirteenth Chapter of his Firſt Epiſtle to the 
Corinthians, imputes fo very much to this ove Grace 
of Charity, that without it he makes all other things, 
however  Pompoys or ons they may ſeem, to 
ſignifie juſt nothing at Though I ſpeak, faith he, 
with the Tongue of Men and Angels, and have wot 
Charity, I am become as ſounding Braſs, or a tink/, 
Cymbal; and though I have the oe of 1 
underſtand all Myſteries, and all knowle . 7 that 
I could remove Mountains, and have not Charity, I 
am wot hing ; and though I beſtow all my Goods to feed 
the Poor, and though give my Body to be burned, and 
have not Charity, it profiteth me nothing. 

Secondly, Whereas moſt other Miraculous Gifts 
and Graces, were in due time to ceaſe, having done 
the Errant upon which they were employed, which 
was to give ſufficient evidence, and ſuch as without 
willful blindneſs could not be reſiſted to the Truth 
and 
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and Divine Authority of our moſt holy Religion: 
yet = was ſtill to remain tothe very endof the 
World that whereever there is a true Church of 
Chriſt, there muſt be a charitable Spirit viſible and 
reigning in it. Charity, ſaith he never faileth ; but whe- 
2 there be Prophecies, they ſhall fail; whether there 
or any all ceaſe ; whether there be Knowledg, 
* /b away. And again a little after, Aud now 
pale Faith Hope, C berity, theſe three, but the great- 
of of theſe is Chari As it were to anſwer that Pa- 
lage in St. Jobs, There are three that bear record tn 
caven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt : 
and theſe three are one. Aud there are three that bear 
witneſs in earth, the ſpirit, and the water, and the 
blood, and theſe three agree in one, For in this 
tition of St. Paul, Faith anſwers to the Blood ; it is 
Faith in a craciſed and bleeding Saviour. Hope to the 
Water or the Sacrament of Baptiſm,in which we make 
Profeſſion of this Faith, and of the Hape that is in us, 
which is built it,, And Charity, which is the beſt 
and moſt peculiar Gift of the Holy Ghoſt, that anſwers 
tothe $ Fit which is a Spirit of «niverſal Friend- 
mes job extial root, and ſpring, and 
282 of Kindneſs, * — the utmoſt 
mercy, compaſſion, W uming a = 
wg and breathing forth its — 5 — 
ject capable of — it. Faith — 
Piſgah with reſpe& to wy log > they affo 
ſets of the Land of Promiſe, — cnt aha 
Land flowing with milk and honey themſelves z but 
Charity in 1 ut maſt per ſection and extent, is that 
which in other words we call Salvation and Heaven; 
it is the fingle Food, and it affords the mn reliſh 
and enjoyment of God and Angels, and of the * 
D 
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7 jal men made perfett, through all the vaſt Periods 
of an ererval Duration. 

But wo to us vile wretches and miſerable finners, if 
without Charity there be wo true Church, nor — 
Diſciple ! O generation of wipers that we are, w 
deliver us from the wrath te come or will it not Ns 
more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon, for Chorazin and 
Bet hſaida, nay, for Gomerrab and for Sodom too, at the 
great and dreadful Day, than for us, who prof; 
extwardly the Religion, are yet ſo far removed from 
che i=ward Spirit of Chriſt j and, as if we had reaſon to 
bluſh and be aſhamed of him and of his Goſpel, which 
is the power of God unto ſalvation, have ca away the 
Badge of Charity, that Men might not know us to be 
ha Difeipler. We age unjuſt in our Dealings, uncharita- 
ble in our Cenſures, irreconcilezbke and implacable in 
our Animoſities ; — and uncafie in out Tem- 

contentious and litigious in our Converſations, 
— to our Promiſes, — to our Friend 
bypocritical in our Pretenees, and yet we pretend to de 
Chriſtians all this while : Nay, fo very far have we 
revolted from the trace Chriftian Spirit, ſo far is it 


now from thought the Charaderiftick and . 
Sential Mark of a Chriſtian, to be of an le, 
and charitable Diſpoſition, that even — it 
or at leaſt the wain — it, is made 
the fatal Hane of Contention, and = Apple of Strife. 
We quarrel about that very thing was intend- 
ed to avire us, and which 
to Unity and Peace, to the candid, quiet, and ingenu- 
— irit, as if the nature of our Proteſſion 
ſince the Apoſftolica! Times, when it 
ronounced as a certain Maxim, If any May among 
you mas prone to be Religious, and bridlerh wor by T. * 


r v :. 
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but deceiveth his own Hart, that Max's Religiow is 
vain ; We miſtake Brawlingand Contention for 


light is capable of givi ; the 
ir nad Print 155 to betray the great 


- ac 
other: But there oy An Charity every whit 


obſtinate as the moſt e and moſt mremperate rage ; 


and Zwmrlity will ſtand its ground, and gain upon 
its Adver ſaries Tee 3 Motions, 
when Clamour 2 


conqueſt without Game, and is eafily induced to 
change its miſtakes Sentiments foy the berrer, when 
exen«dies to think of being reconciler.. 
But — — ve be true, 
That every Man's private Conſcience is his only pri- 
24 and perſona! meaſure of Action; I would 
by any means be ſo i as if I were about to 
nfauate, That the n c iow of Laws againft re- 
— — — Branch of that 
ity tow we rec 10 wat obliged ; no 
te Charity lies mazefef eee 
that is the — took {nn 
D 2 | 
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tainly be diſpleaſed with thoſe neceſſary Methods, 
without which that Peace can never be obtained. 
Since Men are ſo apt to quarrel about religious Mat- 
ters, there muſt be a ſtanding Rule in every Nation, 
to which an ont ard Conformity muſt be exacted. 
If a Man cannot comply, he muſt be content to ſuffer, 
whether he be in t right or wrong: for it is not 
fit that the Peace of a Nation ſhould be put in ha 
and much leſs Embroiled and openly Diſturb'd by the 
particular Sentiments of private Perſons, ſo long as' 
the great Rules of Morality are not invaded. And 
though no Man _ ever to forſake the Truth, or 
to deny ſo much as — ol it, ſo long as 
on the beſt Information he can get, he takes it wh 
the very ſubſtance it ſelf ; yet, I preſume, there is no 
queſtion, but God is leſs diſpleaſed with Obedience, 
which is the certain Inſtrument of Peace, t it 
be founded upon our mutxa!/ Agreement to 
Propoſition ſpecu/atively falſe, th u with a ſpeculs- 
tive Truth zealouſly and —— urged againſt 
the common Sentiments, to the difturbance of the 
Publick Peace and Welfare. 

Much leſs are we to abandon our Senſes, and to be- 
tray the common Safety by a too deſtructive Indu- 
gence, for the ſake of thoſe who have neither the 
anderitanding to diſcern what is fr in Practice, or 
true in Speculation ; nor the moderation to ſet ay 
bounds to that innovating Humour, which will end 
in Anarchy if it be not timely reſtrained, and over- 
whelm 4 Orders and Degrees of Men in a Deluge 
of Blood more fatal than any of thoſe of Water, whe 
ther of Noah, Dencalion, or Ogyges , which either 


8 or Antiquity have recorded. 
herefore we have #o more liberty left us 2 
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Caſe, but only to inflict Puniſbments with a merciful 
Temper, and to pity thoſe in the midſt of /ega/ Infli- 
ctions, which they do we to undergo for Conſcience 
ſake, it they cannot better inform themſelves, whom 
to be ſure without, and ſometimes with ſuch Reme- 
dies, we cannot reclaim : But this is a general Rule 
to be obſerved in this and all other Inſtances whatſo- 
ever, That we are never to gratiſie Revenge under 
pretence of Juſtice. And as we are not upon any 
terms to iet ge the Reins of Government, and leave 
the giddy Multitude without avy Curb or Bridle, fo 
though we hold them in never ſo hard, according to 
the quality of the Perſons we have to deal with, yet 
we muſt do it at the ſame time with a 

— + yas —— — rpc Fe 
vengeful, cruel and im with a pitiful and 
— Hand, and with a compaſſionate ſenſe even 
of thoſe very Frailties, which we are forced fo ſharply 


to chaſtiſe. Malice, Exvy and Hatred, and al n- 


charitableneſs, are of their Father the Devil, and his 
works they de; they are not Plants of our beavenly 
Father's planting, they are the bane, the poiſon, the 
canker of the Mind, and like the Tares, the Cockle 
and the Darnel of the Field, they are not content 
barely to inſinuate themſelves and grow up among 
the Wheat, unleſs they alſo e it and choat it, un- 
leſs they cat away its beart and life, and hinder it 
from coming to maturity and pertection. 

Ir is true indeed, there is an a»tipathy and averſion 
in every wiſe and good Man, while his Mind conti- 
nues in its due frame, againſt the very Notion and 
Idea of all kinds of fin and _ — ſo ugly 
and ſo deformed to him, they ſtrike ſo ingrateful and 
ſo harſh a Note upon his Underſtanding ; and ſome- 
times 
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times it is very diffeulr, and next kin to impoſible, 
for frail and paſſionate Creatures as we are, to ſepa- 
rate perſoxal hatred from the hatred of the cauſe ; as 
when our Fortunes or Good-names arc violently and 
maliciouſly invaded, or when our Lives are treache- 
rouſly and unjuſtly aflaulred ; and theſe Paſſions in 
theſe and the like Caſes, are fo far excaſcable as they 
are weceſſary, or as, it may be, they may be intended 
by Nature, upon ſuch important Emergencies as theſe, 
for our ſafety, defence and preſervation ; but other- 
wiſe there is no ion, but it is the Duty of every 
good Man, to te as much as is poſſible, the 
Cauſe from the Perſon, and to puniſh the ene out of 
no private account, but only for the ſake of the other, 
= our own juſt and neceſſary — 1 bor for the ſake 

Example to the World : But he t 
and pampers perſonal Averſions for the Perſon's Ale. 
will Com one degree of malice to another in 
of — le Diſpoſition, till at length 
this excellent Giſt of Charity ſhall take its flight, and 
the Spirit of God, which is a Spirit of Prace, Trans- 
quiliity and Love, ſhall refuſe to dwell in ſach a Mind 
any longer, but ſhall leave it to become the Habita- 
tion of evil Spirits, and an Hel full of rorments and 
inguietades to it fel Our Saviour will not own fuch 
an ——— 1 1 — is ROOD 
er danger of hi ation, i s himſelf out- 
wardly to be one of that number. ey K 
And this was the Second Reaſon or Principle of Ob- 
ligation to our mutual love of one another, viz. the 
aple and Command of Chriſt our Saviour. And 
certainly if we ſeriouſly confider , that Chi, who 
ſhed his prec; for us, did alſo do the ſame 
tor the greateſt and the bittereſt Enemies we _ 
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and that — — = 
of Enmity to hi nothing can appear more cri- 
minal and heinous, than for us to — — 
ments, but thoſe of the higheſt Charity Good - 
will towards bum, for whom, as for cr ſelves, our 
— Saviour did not refuſe to Bleed, and who, 
though really he be never fo bad, may yet, upon his 
— 21 Repentance, be made partaker of 
thoſe heavenly Joys, into which we without Charity 
never enter. 


undoubred Intereſt and Advantage 

— what ſſoever. 

_ or elaborate Proof, it is in it ſelf a plain Caſe, 

kind and merciful, and charitable Diſpoſiti- 

ons, are the natural and Means to preferve 
—— from falli 


key 


Tradition, That Diviae Love was the 
reduced the jarring Elements into this come iy 
which, if it had not been for that, would ill have 
been a diſorderly and confuſed Chaos, and without 
its help and aſſiſtance every moment, would imme- 
diately rerurn into it: And I am very ſenſible there 
is a great deal of truth and weight in what a 
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but yet it is much more true of the Moral and Jatei- 
lectaal, than of the Natura! World, that it is ſupport- 
ed by Love, it is ſupported by Divine Love trom 
without as well as the other ; but even this would 
hardly do, as powerful as it is, without a Principle 
of Love withis it ſell. 

I ſhould now, as 1 promiſed under the Second ge- 
neral Head, proceed to ſhew in what Inſtances, and 
to what Degrees this Duty of mutual Kindneſs and 
Good-will is to exert it ſelf ; but this having been 
already ſufficiently done in my Diſcourſe upon the 
former Head, as unity preſented it felt, I ma 
excuſe my ſelf you from any farther t 
upon that account, and betake my felt very briefly 
to the laſt thing propoſed, which was of the Advan- 
tages redounding from this happy Temper ; the bare 
Enumeration of which, ſince it is ſo that my Time 
will give me leave to do no more, may ſupply the 
place of an Exbortatios to it. 

And the Firſt thing I ſhall mention is, That itis 
in general the moſt 54/zſed Conſtitution of the Soul 
of Man, which it is of being endued withal 
For certainly the ple | 
Soul is Love, if all the World be not very widely 
miſtaken in their Senſe and Sentiment of things; and 
the moſt eligible Eſtate which it can wiſh for ir ſelf, is 
to — with Objects which it delights in; and 
ſuch this Temper, this ſweet and amiable Habit of 
the Mind makes every Object more or leſs to be. 

Secondly, It is not only a Temper the moſt lefed 
in it ſelf, it is not only an imitation of God, who is 
the beſt Example, as hath been already ſhewn, but it 
alſo draws down the Influences of his Spirit upon us 
which have a natural and a vital congraity to the 
charitable 
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charitable Man, It is eſſectua ly at the fame time 1 
participation of the Divine Nature, and brings us into 
an tr, and cloſe Communion with the Supreme 
Le, which is gladof every fuitable occaſion to dif- 
| fuſe and enlarge it felf; fo St. Job at large re- 
— matter: — faith he, iet w love 
of Gad ; and one that 
tnoweth God. that lo- 
or God © love. No man ; 
we love one another, God F 
doefetd — bu love 1 . 1 u. 
we tnow that we dwell in him, and be in u, becauſe he 
bath given w of his Spirit ; that is, the Spirit of 
| ty. and ce, of which had 


Love, of Chari 


Leis not only che 
. ct 


War 
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whenincocns N 
end of our Hopes, the ſalvation of our precious and 
immortal Souls, it will be the greateſ part of their 
Fruition and Enjoyment, which conſiſts mainly, if not 

ether, in the ve Cod and his Angels, and of ac 
. 


To which moſt happy and eternally bleſſed 
God of his infinite Mercy an by the Merits 
and Mediation of bis Sex, our Saviour, the ever bleſſed 
Jeſu To whom, with the Father and the Hoh 

Ghoſt, be aſcribed all Glory for ever. Amen. 


NOTES. 


O Hiemer deſcribes his Poctical Olympus.) Ab 
bleſſed and peaceful Places, though be mjen 
thoſe 
them as fabulous at the ſame time ; and he takes the 
Copy of his Deſcription manifeſtly from Zſomer. 


Lad item non oft ut poſſis credere ſedes 

Eſfſe Deum ſanttas in mundi partibus u; | 
nas neque concatiunt venti, negue webila nimbis 
Aſpergunt, neque nix acri concreta 

Cana cadens violat rgue inn Ather 

Integit, & large difſuſo lamine ridet. . 


: 


P. 18. The Publicans were indiſſerently * 
The Adminiſtration of the Vell, |; atly chohad 
the Roman State, was in all the Pr 


vinces in the Hands of Romans themaſclves, but 
under them certain of the Natives of the 9 — 
rovin- 
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Provinces were employed, as being beſt acquainted 
with their own Nation, and ſo able to 

the Collection of the Tribute in it. That it og, 
among the Jews, is evident by the Inſtances of Mar- 
thew, Levi, and Zacchens in the Goſpels, the two 
firſt of which are mentioned as S:tting at the Receipe 
of Cuſtom, and the laſt is called A, the chief 
of the Publicans, or Cuſtomers, that is to ſay among 
the Jews. And from this I will take occaſion to cor» 
1 
hitherto generally obtai Learned Men, as 
if Levi and Matthew were the ſame, only becauſe 
they are both mentioned by ſeveral Evangeliſts as 
Sitting at the Receipt of Cuſtom ; and out of this 
number I do not Grotins himſelf : whereas 
indeed, they are the Names of two ſeveral and di- 


find Publicans, as appears by Marth. 10. 3. where 
there is diſtinct mention made of Marthew the Publi- 


can, and of I ebbess, ws +. rp pf Thaddzus ; 


e 


r 


which Lel laut, by the of the V Conſonant 
into a double B, the Greets having no ſuch Letter 
as the V Conſonant in uſe 2 but always 
ex it either by » or 6, is the ſame with Levi, 
and Levi is cn, as Chivi is Wale, Emori 
A- C bitti xx11:iGy, and the like; and when it 
is added o G  aiG,, whoſe Surname was 
Thaddzus : This Szrzame is to be underſtood of his 
Roman Name, as the other is of his Jewiſh, as there is 
mention of John, whoſe Surname was Mark, 


14, 412, 25, and cap. 15. 37. where Jobs is Jo- 

+ aan nll Name, as Mark, is the — So 

that it ſeems it was familiar in thoſe Times, when 

was a Rowan Province, for Men to have two 

ames, the one a Jewiſh, 3 they were better 
| 2 


E XX = 3189, 


0 known 
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known to their own Countrymen and Kinsfolks, be- 
ing the Name that wes given ther at their Cireum- 
ten ; and the other a Roman, or rather in this Inv | 
though at that time very familiar . 
the Romans, who called this Lebbent by the 


ö i Thendofru 
a ede is Aung -, and "mated; is Epepbredis 
rr of one 
that was by this Name mention is 
made Ar g. 36. which Name by the Jews was cor- 
roptly called Fhaddai; as Dofithess | 
Prolemes: Talmai after a barbarous 


ons, the Jews, — 
People, were uſed to corrupt a rate ; 1 
«s conjectures the Jewiſh Terphon or Tarphon, to 
ve been the fame with the Tplour of Faſtin Martyr. 
And 1 make no queſtion but Bairhos, who was the 

bulous nion of Sadoc, the Founder of the Sa- 
dacean Set or Hereſie among the Few 
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out the truth. . Dru. de trib. Set. Al. 2. 
px, 5508. e ET Baxr. Lex. * in T, 


259 
"Y 10. a , 1 9 to feed 
—— 12 2 to be barned.] 


Effects 
-14 | which elf appro: 2 | ra but 1 


without Charity it unleſs out of 
an inward L. 
and our on the other ; the bare Acts 


confdered by themſelves will be of no profit of avail 
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particu to this purpoſe 
ou may fee in Gretiat, in his Learned Notes upon 
lis Book De 5. R. C. and in Dr. Cudworth in his 
latebeftual Syſtem; and thoſe others whom I mean, 
are Simmias the Rhodian, and Orpheas the Writer of 
the Arge. 2 hems are likewiſe 
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